A GEOGRAPHICAL NOTE

'Awamir (southern elements) Sa'ar and Karab, but they
severally keep within a safe distance of their own water-
holes.1

Altitude readings recorded .along my four routes covering
altogether some two thousand miles in the north, the south-
east, the south centre and the centre of Rub' al .Khali,
together with the recorded direction of wadi beds (either
observed or ascertained from Arab information) furnish the
means of establishing the slope of this part of the continent
of Arabia.

The general configuration of Arabia, which rises abruptly
on the west side in the Red Sea and Dead Sea rift escarp-
ments to decline gently eastwards to the plains of Iraq
and the waters of the Persian Gulf, does not extend through-
out the Rub5 al Khali. Here the land mass rises abruptly
on three sides: on the north-east, the Hajar range of Oman;
in the central south, the Dhufar system; in the south-west,
the mountains of Hadhramaut and Najran. Low levels
mark the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea littorals on the
south-east side of the desert. That the sands are sloping
down to the Persian Gulf on three sides is thus apparent: so
also must there be a depression in the central south-east.

The altitudes of the eastern edge of the sands already
delineated are approximately as follows: in the northern
spur which I crossed in 1926 the reading was 1200 feet.
To the westward of Jabal Hafit it is about 1000 feet. Sir
Percy Cox recorded Ibri as 1600 feet, so that the edge of
the sands in that latitude, bearing in mind the south-westerly
fall of its wadi Al 'Ain, must be considerably lower. The
height of the sands at Mugshin was about 400 feet. Hence

1 There is an isolated island of sand to the eastwards in the Ja'alan triangle,
which is the habitat of the Yal Wahiba tribe.
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